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Si rejt'ttant Chio*, ina reine 
A toi j« consacrois Ife rtste de tnes jours. 

Tlic ede Jam xeris Comites, whicli 
in our opinion would have better suited 
the hilvrity of a convivial party than 
tiiose selected by the translator, does 
credit to liis talents. We shall ([note a 
few of tlie fivatstanzas.referring the reader 
to the book itself for the retnainder, 
and for several others in the same style. 

Deja par les Zephyrs, compagnon? du 

printems 
Qai seuls calmcnt lesmers, nos voiles sont 

eiitleis J 
Nos pres sous les Trimats ne sont plus 

blatu-hissans ; 
Kt de neiue les eaux ne coulent plus gon- 

flees. 
IPleurant toujours Itys, I'objet de ses fu- 

reurs, 
On voit Heja 1e nid de la trfste hirondelle ; 
Pom avoir trop puni de brntals ardears, 
liUe est pour saiainiHe uue hunte eterpetle. 
De leurs joyeux haiit-bois mSles a leurs 

chansons, 
I,es (>ergers font deja retentir !a prairie : 
Etplaisent ace Oieu, qui coinUle de ses 

dons 
Les troupcaux bondissans, et les tnontil 

d'Arcadie. 

The author states himself to be a 
teacher of the French language ; - we 
think Ij'is book m^y be extremely useful 
for tile purposes of instruct!! ii ; many 
students l.e^u French and Lai in at the 
same time ; and this mode of study is 
thcAight, .not without reason, to be at- 
tended with peculiar advantage ; e^ch 
elucidates the other. It serves much 
the $anie purpose as the double irans- 
latirtiS practised by Gibbon, and so 
strongly recommended by him. Even 
those v,ho are unacquainted with Latin, 
will reap both pleasure and improve- 
went, in attaining some know. edge of 
the original t'lrough this medium, 
which wdl at the same tioic give' them 
some taste of the beuuties ol Horace, 
while it promotes their knowledge of a 
langu! ge now not only fashionable but 
necessary. 

We iiave already been forced to pass 
some icvere'ceusures ou tlie state of the 
Dublin press. This book proves we 
have cot been singular or unjustly se- 
vere ; at the conclusion of his preface 
M. de Montville claims a special indul- 
gence ou this score. " 1 intreat the 



reader's indulgence," says he, " parli- 
culariy for the faults of the printing, 
which could notfailof occurring through 
the negligence and ignorance of the 
printers of this city, who do not under- 
stand a single word of either language, 
aptl, who, notwithstanding all the atten- 
tion paid to correctness, always finish 
tiieir part of the work by. leaving 4 
croud of errors." The book itsejf, and 
more especially the latter part, affords 
too many proofs of the justice of the 
coniplaipt. 

Le Comte de Corke Surnommele Grand, 
ou Seduction sans Artifice suivi de 
cinq Noufelks. Par Madame de 
Genlis; l'2mo. 2 vols. p.p. 468. 
ColbUrn, London, 1808. 

FROM the muUiplicity of novels 
of a. bad tendency, the name itself 
has fallen into disrepute. Yet we 
would be far from joining in the 
geueral outcry against thrm. They 
have been, wo doubt, in njany in- 
stances prejudicial to society, but they 
have also bean in many plljers power- 
ful auxiliaries to virtue. They are 
intimately connected with public 
manners, and these jnay justly be 
itiled minor morals> parfly guiding, 
aiid partly follewing the prevailing 
fashions of the day ; they have frou^ 
the former cause, often deviated from 
their legitinwtc end, the improvement 
of the, mind, and from the latter they 
have induced tjieir admirers to deviate 
still fartl'.e^ frpin an attention to 
the same desirable object, Tfty setting 
befiore them defective or vicious mo- 
dels of imitation. But the abuse 
hence originating must be remedied, 
not by the endeavour, in itself im- 
possiblei of banishing novels altogether 
from the libraries of those who make 
books (he mirror iu which their roinds 
are fashioned, hut by such ajudicious 
selection, a> will represent truth and 
morality and yirtue in their proper 
forms undistorted by the mists of 
ignorance, or the perversions of in- 
tentional misrepresentation. An in- 
discriminate exclusion would deprive 
us of a fund of the rotost instnictiye 
enterta'nratnt. It is indeed pleasing 
to observe that though this description 
of writing st U contLiuies in many ia- 
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stances to be the vehicle of insipidity, 
tlie vent for ill-natured and personal 
invective, and even the guide to ini- 
morality ; many writers of the tirst 
aljility have lately slept forward to 
vindicate its real merit, and by well- 
drawn pictures of the world' in which 
we live, have given lessons of tlie 
utmost utility, particulaily to tiie 
rising generation, into whose hands 
sucli books are iikely to fall, lo deter 
from vice, and lo iead by well selected 
examples to the prartce of those vir- 
tues wliich endear, eievate and ennoble 
the posses>or. Why then has not tlie 
name of novel been y^ t rescued from 
the unmerited obloquy with which it 
has been so long aspersed ? It is be- 
cause vice floats on the surface, vir- 
tue lies below ; the former forces itself 
on our sight, meet-s us in every "street 
and avenue. Hares in our places of 
public resort, nay, often insults us in 
our more select and retired society. 
The latter, silent and unobtrusive, must 
be sought for before it be sufficiently 
known to obtain its due tribute of re- 
spectful imitation. W e daily see and 
hear of the bad effects of novel-read- 
ing; we can trace tlie rise of many a 
rake, debuuchee and dissolute cliarac- 
terto this source; most of the unfortu- 
nate females who shock the ears of mo- 
desty, and wring the heart of pity in 
the streets of our capitals, attribute, 
or affect to attribute their downfall to 
this cause ; but we cannot see the ma- 
nyinstances of youth and inexperitnce 
led along the path of lectitude and vir- 
tue by these silent and impressive mo- 
nilors. If history be the preceptor of 
kings, biography is that of piivale 
persons ; and what is a v.ell constructed 
novel but a memoir, containing in it- 
self the quintessence of biography, 
the metal without the dross. 

It is unnecesMry here to etnimevate, 
or even to point out the best of this 
class ; among many others who have 
directed their talents to this praisewor- 
thy purpose, we might cite the respec- 
table names of an Edgewortii, and a 
-Hamilton, whose writings have rellect- 
«d much honour on this country. In 
this class, tlie writer, who've publica- 
tion has given rise to the preceding re- 
flections holds a high p'ace. iier 
writings, viewed in this liaht, bear the 
taost rigid test; it is noCttiata moiai 
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may be v,.-;tracted from them : the mo- 
ral is evidently the primarv iiiteuticii, 
the narrative merely tiie'clotiiing i;i 
which it is conveyed, so as to excite 
attei.tiou and interest. Conuneiicing 
her career with a highly vaUiablt- trea'^ 
tise on education i])tr'uduced in ibis 
popular form, she Iras continued dur- 
ing tiie course of a long afe 'o pursue 
the same plan, to enlince the several 
duties, to animate to the several vir- 
tues of life by these uiisiispected les- 
sons, and even her latest writings 
though, perhaps, inferior to her fonner 
prod u( lions, deiicieui in the purpu- 
rtum lii)mnjuve>ila;audtinfred, tliough 
but slightly tinijed, with thi; failure of 
declinnig years, still tend to the same 
end, and are the well-intended conclu- 
sion of the same design. 

Several new works have lately come 
from the pen of Me. de Genlis. We 
have selected this, because it presents a 
portrait of a countryman, honoura- 
ble to the Irish character, and worthy 
of the imitalion of Irishmen. We 
have said, more than once, Ireland is 
our station. We repeat it : we glory 
ill thai national feeling, that amor p<i- 
iria, which turns all our thouahl , and 
bends ail our exertions to the improve- 
ment of our native land. And »e 
cannot but feel flattered that a foreigner, 
a native of a country whuse predomi- 
nant passion i-i r.ational vanity, sliould 
liave selected an Irishman as an exam- 
)>le of a spirit of iubrcd honour iri- 
umpiiing over the most pnwerlul and 
secSucii'g impu'sos of the iieart ; an. I 
this tteliiig of honest pride is heighlei;- 
ed by the consciousness tiiat the figure 
here represented is not an iileil < rea- 
ture of the imagination, but a likeness 
drawn trom nature. 1 he piece i> found- 
ed on historical tacts ; the most remark- 
able inc dents of the early part of liie 
life of the Earl of Corke, are preserved 
an<l interwoven with liie narrative so as 
to appear to ari>e naturally during tiie 
train of circumstances. 

Hiciwrd Boyle, the hero of ti)e nar- 
raUve, is ^re|>resented as an orphan, 
who is indebted tor his support and 
education lo a benevolent m: n, uiio 
resides at a village a tew miles 'iii- 
timt from Dubln. Here he spent liis 
days in ob cure retirement, soieiy 
devcited to the improvemeiit of hs 
mind, and to thu cuUIvail'jn of a 
K 
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garden, which surrotinded the cot- 
tage, that the generosity of his patron 
hucl made his dwelling. Kxterual 
circumstances are .the second causes 
even of tlie ^reatesi events. The 
uttenlion bestowed ou his garden, 
brings into notice the qualuies 
(jroduced by tiie ciduire of his mind. 
The iiarl ot Essex, the piime favour- 
ite of Elizabeth, was at this time in 
Jreliind, in a public capacity. And 
wlien at the Black-rock, wliich is here 
said to have been then as it was tiil 
a fe%v years ago, a fashionable place 
of summer retirement for the people 
of rank in Dublin, he was struck with 
tlie elegant simplicity of the young 
cottager's retreat; curiosity induced 
him to examine it more particularly, 
and nia admiration was soon transferred 
from the place to its owner. After a 
c<5nversatioa with Kichard, in wiiich 
the English nobleman quickly disco- 
vered the germ of inborn greatu'-ss 
concealed beneath an externa! rusticity, 
he wrote on the young man's table'ts 
the following words : Hicliard Boi/te 
v.itl render his name illusirious. To 
a soul formed for greatness, this was 
wore than sufficient to intlarae the la- 
tent sparks of ambition. His, cottage, 
garden, fjook*, were now but secondary 
t.bjects ; all his faculties were absorbed 
in llie means of fiilhlhng the prediction 
of his new friend, whom he iiad already 
ineutally tixed on as his future patron 
and present model. He becomes.dis- 
contented ; and at laigth prevails 
on his old patron to accompany 
liim to London. On their journey 
tiiither, during the course of 
virhich some occurrences of inferior 
importance are made the vehicle 
of some useful lessons to his sanguine 
and inexperienced mind, tliey are in- 
Ibnned that the Queen attended by 
Es-ex, is on a journey to the coast to 
review the navy. This information in- 
duces them to change their course. On 
the'r arrival they see, they are gratified 
with the sigiit of their sovereign; but 
this pleasure is damped in Richard, by 
oijst-rving that Essex had seen and 
passed him unnoticed. Dejected, but 
not discouraged, he resolves on ano. 
ther attempt to introduce himself, and 
follows the court to London. Essex 
had iust quitted it on some public du- 
tv; iiud Richard mortified and hum- 



bled, returns to his cottage, there 
again to devote himself to his studies, 
until a more favourable opportunity 
occurs of gratif) ing the ruling passion 
of his breast. 

But now a new impediment is thrown 
in the way of his present studies and 
future prospects. Latly Runelagh, a 
widow, young, noble and beautilul, 
induced by the same motives which had 
led the former visitor to this spot, ap- 
pears in his cottage. 'I he hrst conver- 
sation gives rise to sensations never iek 
before. If he is struck with the charms 
of the stranger, she is equally af/iecte«J 
with the singular contrast between tiie 
character and ^ituation of Kichard. 
After a variety of circumstances, the 
value of which those only who have 
loved can truly estinwte ; she also 
took her leave of this part of the couik- 
try, leaving her young admirer lost in 
an indescribable labyrinth of contradic- 
tory sensations. But in this, as in the 
former case, he finds a new incentive to 
encourage him in the line of conduct he 
had before adopted. Honourable am- 
bilion is stunulated by love: he resolves, 
as he had before wilh respect to Lord 
Essex, to make himself worthy ol lady 
Kanelagli. 

A new character now presents itself. 
Sir Charles Manwood, who is employ- 
ed in an official capacity in Ireland, 
bearing of Kichard's qualificationj, 
which had by tliis time been the theme 
of conversation, wishes ta engage him 
as his private secretary. The young 
man induced by a desire of rising in 
(he great world, and deprived ot the 
society of his first friend, who had late- 
ly paid the debt of nature, accepts the 
offer, and accompanies his patron to 
his seat in the county of \Vicklow. 
Here he unexpectedly meets the object 
of his passion, and in spite of her eiidea' 
vours to keep him at a distance, and 
destroy his hopes, by an alTected air of 
coldness and severity, a trivial expres- 
sion which drops from her, discovers to 
his quick and awakened sagacity, that 
she is not insensible to his merits. 
From this time he acts wilh the conft- 
de;ice of a favoured lover, and though 
his respect wilhiiolds liim from betray- 
ing the smallest symptom of his attach- 
ment, he tinds daily means of infoi nung 
her of it in private. Lady llanelagii, 
who caunot brook the idea of having 
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set her affections on an object so much 
below her, treats hiiii with mcreased 
rigour: but while he strictly adheres to 
'the letter of her mahdates, so com- 
pletely adverse to his hopes, he acts in 
tlhecl opposition to their spirit, and 
Ihus insensibly gains tiie heart of tliis 



higii-ininc'ed female, whocannot but ad- 
mire tiie perseverance and spirit with 
which he struggle^ against the aciiumu- 
lated obstacles which oppose the aliaia- 
ment of his purpose. 

'Jfl'et ufiit/uied in our next. 
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